
Ohio Revised Code Horse Racing Law 
Chapters 3769.04 to 3769.06 

 
 

3769.04 Application for permit 

Any person, association, corporation, or trust desiring to hold or conduct a horse-racing meeting, wherein the pari-mutuel 

system of wagering is allowed, shall make application to the state racing commission for a permit to do so. Each 

application, accompanied by a permit fee of ten dollars and a cash bond, certified check, or bank draft, shall be filed with 

the commission at least five days prior to the first day of each horse-racing meeting that the person, association, 

corporation, or trust proposes to hold or conduct. The application, if made by an individual, shall be signed and verified 

under oath by the individual and, if made by individuals or a partnership, shall be signed and verified under oath by one 

of the individuals or a member of the partnership. If made by an association, trust, or corporation, the application shall 

be signed by its president or vice-president and attested by the secretary or assistant secretary under the seal of the 

association, trust, or corporation, if it has a seal, and shall also be verified under oath by one of the officers signing the 

application. The commission shall prescribe forms to be used in making the application. The application shall specify the 

name of the person, association, trust, or corporation making such application, the post-office address of the applicant (if 

a corporation, the name of the state of its incorporation), the dates on which the applicant intends to conduct or hold 

such horse-racing meeting, which dates shall be successive days, including Sundays unless otherwise requested by the 

applicant and authorized by the commission, the hours of each racing day during which the applicant intends to hold or 

conduct horse racing at such meeting, which shall be during the hours specified pursuant to section 3769.07 of the 

Revised Code, the location of the place, track, or enclosure where it is proposed to hold or conduct such horse-racing 

meeting, and such further information as the commission prescribes. 

 If the application requests a permit for a horse-racing meet at  

a location at which such a meet has not previously been conducted by permission of the commission, then, in addition to 

the other requirements for the application, there shall accompany the application a petition signed by at least fifty-one 

per cent of the qualified electors voting for  

governor at the most recent general election in the townships in which the racing meet is proposed to be conducted, 

together with a certificate of the board of elections of the counties in which such townships are situated that the 

signatures on the petition are valid and comply with this section. No petition or certificate shall be required for a transfer 

made under section 3769.13 of the Revised Code if the transfer is to a county in which racing has previously been 

conducted pursuant to a permit issued under section 3769.06 of the Revised Code. 

 Such petition shall be in the following form: 

 We, the undersigned, electors of .... township, .... county, Ohio request the granting of the application of ... for a 

horse-racing meet to be conducted in whole or in part in ... township, …..county, Ohio in the year …..Name ..…Address 

..…Voting Precinct .…Township ..." 

 Such petition shall be sworn to in the manner provided in section 3513.27 of the Revised Code. This section does not 

apply to small horse-racing meets or horse shows which are not required to secure permits under section 3769.01 of the 

Revised Code, nor shall this section, other than the first paragraph, apply to county fair horse-racing meets. (2000 H 495, 

eff. 5-9-00; 1995 H 99, 8-22-95; 1988 S 206; 1986 H 837; 1975 H 287; 1973 H 520; 1953 H 1) 

 

3769.041 Confidential information 

(A) Any information concerning the following that is submitted, collected, or gathered as part of an application to the 

state racing commission for a license or permit under this chapter is confidential and not subject to disclosure by a state 

agency or political subdivision as a public record under section 149.43 of the Revised Code: 

 (1) A minor child of an applicant; 

 (2) The social security number, passport number, or federal tax identification number of an applicant or of the 

spouse of an applicant; 

 (3) The home address and telephone number of an applicant or of the spouse or dependent of an applicant; 

 (4) An applicant's birth certificate; 



 (5) The driver's license number of an applicant or of the applicant's spouse; 

 (6) The name or address of a previous spouse of the applicant; 

 (7) The date of birth of the applicant and of the spouse of an applicant; 

 (8) The place of birth of the applicant and of the spouse of an applicant; 

 (9) The personal financial information and records of an applicant or of an employee or the spouse or dependent of 

an applicant, including tax returns and information, and records of criminal proceedings; 

 (10) Any information concerning a victim of domestic violence, sexual assault, or stalking; 

 (11) The electronic mail address of the spouse or family member of the applicant; 

 (12) Any trade secret, medical records, and patents or exclusive licenses; 

 (13) Security information, including risk prevention plans, detection and countermeasures, location of count rooms 

or other money storage areas, emergency management plans, security and surveillance plans, equipment and usage 

protocols, and theft and fraud prevention plans and countermeasures; 

 (14) Information provided in a multijurisdictional personal history disclosure form, including the Ohio supplement, 

exhibits, attachments, and updates. 

 (B) Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, upon written request from a person, the commission shall provide 

the following information to the person, except as provided in this chapter: 

 (1) The information provided under this chapter concerning a licensee, permit holder, or an applicant; 

 (2) A copy of a letter providing the reasons for the denial of an applicant's license or permit and a copy of a letter 

providing the reasons for the commission's refusal to allow an applicant to withdraw the applicant's application, but with 

confidential information redacted if that information is the reason for the denial or refusal to withdraw. 

 (C) The individual's name, the individual's place of employment, the individual's job title, and the individual's gaming 

experience that is provided for an individual who holds, held, or has applied for a license or permit under this chapter is 

not confidential. The reason for denial or revocation of a license or permit or for disciplinary action against the individual 

is not confidential. The cover sheet completed by an applicant for a key employee license is not confidential. 

 (D) A person who holds, held, or has applied for a license or permit under this chapter may waive the confidentiality 

requirements of division (A) of this section. 

 (E) Confidential information received by the commission from another jurisdiction relating to a person who holds, 

held, or has applied for a license or permit under this chapter is confidential and not subject to disclosure as a public 

record under section 149.43 of the Revised Code. The commission may share the information referenced in this division 

with, or disclose the information to, the inspector general, any appropriate prosecuting authority, any law enforcement 

agency, or any other appropriate governmental or licensing agency, if the agency that receives the information complies 

with the same requirements regarding confidentiality as those with which the commission must comply. (2012 H 486, eff. 

6-11-12) 

 

3769.05 Deposit to be made - refund 

At the time of making application for a permit to conduct a horseracing meeting, the applicant shall deposit with the state 

racing commission a cash bond, certified check, or bank draft, payable to the order of the commission, in an amount 

equal to one hundred dollars for each day petitioned for in said application. At the close of the last day of the horseracing 

meeting, for which a permit is issued, as provided for in section 3769.06 of the Revised Code, the commission shall 

refund to such permit holder the sum of one hundred dollars for each racing day the permit holder paid to the state tax 

commissioner the tax due for said day, as provided for and at the rate stipulated in section 3769.08 of the Revised Code. 

In harness horseracing meetings, if any full day's racing is declared off by the judges because of inclement weather or a 

muddy track, the commission shall refund to the permit holders the sum of one hundred dollars of their deposit for each 

such day. (1981 H 330, eff. 7-13-81; 1973 H 520; 1953) 

 

3769.06 Issuance of permit – suspension - revocation  

 Upon the proper filing of an application to conduct a horse-racing meeting accompanied by a permit fee and a cash 

bond, certified check, or bank draft by any person, association, trust, or corporation, not in default of payment of any 



obligation or debt due to the state under sections 3769.01 to 3769.14 of the Revised Code, the state racing commission 

may issue a permit to such applicant to hold or conduct a horse-racing meeting. Such permit shall specify: 

 (A) The person, association, trust, or corporation to whom the same is issued; 

 (B) The days upon which such horse-racing meeting is to be held or conducted; 

 (C) The hours of such days between which live racing programs will be permitted; 

 (D) The location of the place, track, or enclosure where such horse-racing meeting is to be held or conducted. Such 

permit shall receipt the payment of the permit fee and deposit of the cash bond, certified check, or bank draft, by the 

applicant. Every permit shall contain a condition that all horse races or racing meetings, conducted thereunder, shall be 

subject to the rules and conditions prescribed and promulgated by the commission. The commission may refuse to award 

days or to issue a permit to any applicant if a permit previously issued to said applicant has been revoked under the 

authority of such sections. Such permit may be suspended, diminished, or revoked by the commission for any violation of 

such sections or of any rule of the commission. The commission shall immediately enter upon its record of proceedings a 

memorandum of its action in such suspension, diminution, or revocation and its reasons therefor. Such permit shall be 

nontransferable and shall apply only to the place, track, or enclosure specified in the permit, except as provided in section 

3769.13 of the Revised Code. 

 Each permit issued under this section to hold or conduct a horse-racing meeting shall be issued for one year from 

the first day of January of the year for which it is issued. The holder of such permit shall be entitled to renewal of the 

permit upon application to the commission for a renewal, and the commission shall renew the permit unless the 

commission rejects the application for good cause, according to the procedures of Chapter 119. of the Revised Code. 

(1995 H 561, eff. 9-19-96) 
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