
Ohio Revised Code Horse Racing Law 
Chapters 3769.13 to 3769.19 

 
 

3769.13 Damaged track - permit to hold meeting elsewhere 

(A) Any person, association, trust, or corporation owning, leasing, or operating a race track, place, or enclosure which has 

been damaged by fire or other cause and at which in any year such a person, association, trust, or corporation has held 

or conducted a horseracing meeting under a permit issued by the state racing commission, may be issued a permit by 

said commission to hold or conduct a horseracing meeting at any one other track, place, or enclosure for not more than 

an aggregate of fifty-six racing days in the calendar year for which such permit is issued, provided: 

 (1) The damaged race track, place, or enclosure has not been repaired or restored to its previous condition at the 

time the permit is issued; 

 (2) The permit is issued within two years after the damage was incurred. 

 (B) The permits provided for in divisions (A), (C), and (D) of this section shall be issued in conformity with and 

subject to sections 3769.01 to 3769.14 of the Revised Code, except that the restriction contained in section 3769.07 of 

the Revised Code against the issuing of a permit for the holding or conducting of a horseracing meeting for more than an 

aggregate of fifty-six racing days in any one calendar year for any one race track, place, or enclosure shall not be 

applicable to a race track, place, or enclosure at which a horseracing meeting is held under a permit issued pursuant to 

this section, and except that if more than one permit holder has conducted horseracing meetings at the same race track 

pursuant to divisions (A), (C), and (D) of this section, the permits may be consolidated or held under one permit holder 

with the consent of all current permit holders and the approval of the racing commission. 

 (C) Any person, association, trust, or corporation operating or conducting a horseracing meeting at a race track in 

1974 under license from the commission, or successor in interest to such person, association, trust, or corporation, shall 

be issued a permit by the commission to conduct a horseracing meeting at any other race track, if the race track is within 

fifty miles of the race track at which racing was conducted in 1974, and the facilities of the race track to which it is sought 

to remove are substantially better than the facilities of the race track from which it is sought to remove. In the event of 

the removal, no other person, association, trust, or corporation, or successor in interest to the person, association, trust, 

or corporation, excepting however, a fair or agricultural society, may conduct racing under license from the commission at 

the race track from which said permit was removed. 

 (D) Any person, association, trust, or corporation to whom a permit has been issued under section 3769.06 of the 

Revised Code but who is unable to conduct a horseracing meeting on any of the days authorized by the permit because of 

damage by fire or other cause to the race track, place, or enclosure where the horseracing meeting was to occur shall be 

issued a permit by the commission authorizing the unused racing days to be used during the next three successive years 

for which a permit is issued under section 3769.06 of the Revised Code, except that the commission shall not issue a 

permit authorizing the future use of the unused days if it has reasonable cause to believe that the actions or negligence of 

the permit holder substantially contributed to the damage suffered by the track. (1988 S 206, eff. 3-29-88; 1977 S 317; 

1975 H 287; 1971 S 175; 128 v 20, 629; 1953 H 1) 

 

3769.131 Consolidatimg permits  

Notwithstanding sections 3769.07 and 3769.13 of the Revised Code, any person operating or conducting a horseracing 

meeting at any race track, place, or enclosure in 1990 under a permit issued by the state racing commission, or the 

successor in interest to such person, may, with the approval of the commission, consolidate and hold in one entity all 

permits issued by the commission for horse racing at the same race track, place, or enclosure, as were held in 1990. Any 

such consolidation of permits shall have no effect on the number of racing days authorized to the holder of the permits by 

this chapter. (1990 H 405, eff. 4-11-91) 

 



3769.14 Submission of question of prohibiting horse racing - duties of board of 

elections 

If there is presented to the board of elections of any county a petition, sworn to in the manner provided by section 

3513.27 of the Revised Code and signed by thirty-five percent of the qualified and registered electors, where such 

qualified electors are required to be registered to enjoy the privilege of suffrage, as shown by the next preceding general 

election, but in no event shall such petition contain less than thirty-five hundred signatures of qualified electors, 

requesting that there be submitted at a general election or at a special election, at the discretion of the board, the issue, 

"Shall licensed horse racing be prohibited throughout this county for a period of (not to exceed five) years?", the board 

shall submit such issue to the electors of said county in the manner provided by section 3505.06 of the Revised Code. If a 

majority of the electors voting on said issue vote "yes" thereon, the state racing commission shall have no jurisdiction 

thereafter to license meetings in said county for the number of years, not exceeding five, specified in said petition. If a 

majority of the electors voting on said issue or question vote "no" thereon, such issue or question shall not again be 

submitted to a vote until the expiration of the time set forth in the petition on which the question or issue was submitted. 

 When the board of any county has received such petition and accepted it as valid, it shall notify the commission of 

said petition, and the commission shall not issue a permit for racing in said county between the time of filing said petition 

and the general or special election. (1995 H 99, eff. 8-22-95; 1953 H 1) 

 

3769.15 Repealed 
This section concerned the fraudulent entry of a horse in a contest of speed. (1995 S 2, eff. 7-1-96) 
 

3769.16 Repealed 
This section concerned prohibitions against misrepresented entry. (1995 S 2, eff. 7-1-96) 

 

3769.17 Change of name for purpose of entry 

The name of a horse, mare, gelding, colt, or filly for entry for competition in a contest of speed shall not be changed after 

having contested for a prize, purse, premium, stake, or sweepstake, except as provided by the printed rules of the society 

or association under which such contest is advertised to be conducted. (1953 H 1, eff. 10-1-53) 

 

3769.18 Determination of class for purpose of entry 

The class to which a horse belongs for an entry in a contest of speed shall be determined by its public performance in 

former contests or trials of speed, as provided by the printed rules of the society or association under which such contest 

is advertised to be conducted. (1953 H 1, eff. 10-1-53) 

 

3769.19 Repealed  
This section concerned the misrepresentation of a horse in a contest of speed. (1995 S 2, eff. 7-1-96) 

 


