
Ohio Revised Code Horse Racing Law 
Chapters 3769.0810 to 3769.12 

 

3769.0810 Collection & settlement agent for simulcast fees 

 (A) As used in this section: 

 (1) "Collection and settlement agent" means the permit holder designated by the state racing commission 

under division (B) of this section. 

 (2) "Racing week" means a seven-day period commencing on a Monday and ending on a Sunday. 

 (3) "Simulcast guest" and "simulcast host" have the same meanings as in section 3769.089 of the Revised 

Code. 

 (4) "Satellite facility" has the same meaning as in section 3769.25 of the Revised Code. 

 (5) "Settlement of wagering accounts" means the exchange of funds in order to equalize payments of winning 

wagers at all tracks and facilities participating in a common pari-mutuel pool. 

 (B) Except as provided in division (K) of this section, the state racing commission shall annually appoint as the 

collection and settlement agent one or more permit holders of tracks that hold no fewer than three fifty-six-day 

permits issued under section 3769.07 of the Revised Code. The collection and settlement agent shall give a cash or 

surety bond payable to the treasurer of state in an amount set by the commission for the performance of its duties 

under this section, and the bond shall be filed with the commission. 

 (C)(1) At the close of each day, each permit holder acting as a simulcast guest shall pay, by check, draft, or 

money order, or by wire transfer of funds, out of the money retained on that day to the collection and settlement 

agent an amount equal to one-half of one per cent of the total of all moneys wagered on that day on out-of-state 

simulcast racing programs simulcast to the simulcast guest from a simulcast host, to reimburse the simulcast host 

for administrative and simulcast costs. 

 (2) Within five business days after the close of each racing week, the collection and settlement agent shall pay 

and distribute to each simulcast host operating during that racing week its pro rata share of the fees collected from 

simulcast guests during that racing week. If a simulcast host acted as a host for day-simulcast racing programs 

only, then its share of the fees collected by the collection and settlement agent shall be computed and based on 

fees paid by simulcast guests offering such day-simulcast racing programs at their tracks. If a simulcast host acted 

as a simulcast host for evening-simulcast racing programs only, then its share of the fees shall be computed and 

based on fees paid by simulcast guests offering such evening-simulcast racing programs at their tracks. In making 

a calculation of the amount of fees to be distributed to simulcast hosts, the collection and settlement agent shall 

allocate equally between the accounts of simulcast hosts conducting only day-simulcast racing programs and only 

evening-simulcast racing programs those fees received by the agent from simulcast guests for simulcast racing 

programs that commenced on or after three p.m. and on or before four p.m. The times listed in division (C)(2) of 

this section are standard time as described in section 1.04 of the Revised Code and in the "Uniform Time Act of 

1966," 80 Stat. 107, 15 U.S.C. 260 to 265. 

 (D)(1) At the close of each day, each permit holder shall pay, by check, draft, or money order, or by wire 

transfer of funds, out of the money retained on that day to the collection and settlement agent the intrastate 

simulcast fee provided in division (D) of section 3769.089 of the Revised Code in the amount equal to one and 

three-eighths per cent of the total of all moneys wagered on that day at its track or enclosure on live races 

conducted in this state and simulcast to its facility. 

 (2) Within five business days after the close of each racing week, the collection and settlement agent shall pay 

and distribute to permit holders that conducted live racing programs in this state during that racing week their 

share of the fees collected from other permit holders for that racing week. 

 (E) At the close of each day, each permit holder and satellite facility shall pay, by check, draft, or money 

order, or by wire transfer of funds, out of the money retained on that day to the collection and settlement agent a 

sum equal to required fees due to tracks, racing associations, or state regulatory agencies located outside this 

state for races simulcast into this state based on the totals of all money wagered that day at its track or enclosure 

or satellite facility on simulcast racing programs of races conducted outside this state. The collection and 



settlement agent shall inform the permit holders and the satellite facilities each day of the fee charged by each 

track, racing association, or state regulatory agency located outside this state for the simulcast of simulcast racing 

programs on races conducted outside this state and simulcast into this state. The collection and settlement agent 

shall be responsible for paying and disbursing to these tracks, racing associations, and state regulatory agencies 

on a timely basis the fees collected by it from permit holders and satellite facilities under this division. 

 (F) On or before the tenth day of each month, the collection and settlement agent shall file a report with the 

state racing commission showing all of the following: 

 (1) All collections of moneys and fees from permit holders and satellite facilities during the preceding calendar 

month; 

 (2) All payments and disbursements made by the agent to permit holders operating as simulcast hosts and 

the method of calculation of the share of each simulcast host; 

 (3) All payments and disbursements of required fees to tracks, racing associations, and state regulatory 

agencies located outside this state from which there were simulcasts of simulcast racing programs into this state; 

 (4) Such other information regarding the performance of its duties under this section as the commission may 

request. 

 (G) All moneys and fees received and collected by the collection and settlement agent shall be deposited into, 

and disbursed from, separate bank accounts maintained with banks domiciled in this state established by the agent 

for this purpose, and no other funds or money of the agent or any other person shall be commingled with, 

deposited into, or withdrawn from the accounts. The collection and settlement agent may retain as its fee for 

services it provides and expenses it incurs in the performance of its duties under this section any interest earned 

on the bank accounts maintained by the agent under this division. The commission shall annually audit the bank 

account records, and the books and records, of the collection and settlement agent. 

 (H)(1) The collection and settlement agent shall assist permit holders and satellite facilities in the settlement 

of wagering accounts between and among simulcast hosts, simulcast guests, and satellite facilities for intrastate 

simulcast racing programs. 

 (2) The collection and settlement agent on behalf of all permit holders and satellite facilities operating in this 

state shall be responsible for the settlement of wagering accounts for interstate simulcast racing programs with all 

tracks, racing associations, and state regulatory agencies located outside this state. The agent shall notify each 

permit holder and satellite facility not less frequently than weekly of the amounts that may be due from it, or the 

amounts that may be due to it, for the settlement of wagering accounts on interstate simulcast racing programs 

simulcast into this state during the preceding race week. If a permit holder or satellite facility owes money for the 

settlement of wagering accounts for that racing week, it shall promptly pay, by check, draft, or money order, or by 

wire transfer of funds, to the agent the amount due. From the amounts it collects, the agent shall pay and disburse 

to permit holders and satellite facilities and to tracks, racing associations, and state regulatory agencies located 

outside this state, the amounts necessary to provide for the settlement of wagering accounts for that racing week. 

 (I) If a permit holder or satellite facility fails to timely pay and remit to the collection and settlement agent the 

money and fees provided for in this section and in sections 3769.089 and 3769.26 of the Revised Code, the agent 

shall promptly notify the commission, or if the collection and settlement agent fails to collect, pay, disburse, and 

account for, the moneys and fees in the manner provided for in this section, then in any such event or occurrence, 

based on the information in the commission's possession, the commission may issue an emergency order 

prohibiting the permit holder, satellite facility, or agent, as the case may be, from serving as a simulcast host or 

simulcast guest or from receiving any simulcast racing program, and conducting wagering thereon, at its track or 

satellite facility, until such time as the permit holder, satellite facility, or agent complies with the requirements of 

this section and sections 3769.089 and 3769.26 of the Revised Code in the manner and to the extent set forth in 

the commission's order. In addition, the commission may make an assessment against the permit holder, satellite 

facility, or agent, as the case may be, based on information in the commission's possession. The commission shall 

give the party assessed written notice of the assessment by personal service or certified mail. All assessments not 

paid within thirty days after service of the notice of assessment, shall bear interest at the rate per annum 

prescribed by section 5703.47 of the Revised Code computed from and after the date the assessment is made by 

the commission and entered in its official records until paid. 



 Unless the party to whom the notice of assessment is directed files with the commission, within thirty days 

after service of the notice of assessment, either personally or by certified mail, a petition for reassessment in 

writing, signed by the party assessed, or by the party's authorized agent having knowledge of the facts, the 

assessment shall become conclusive and the amount of the assessment, together with interest on it, shall be due 

and payable from the party assessed to the commission. The petition shall indicate the objections of the party 

assessed, but additional objections may be raised in writing if received prior to the date shown on the final 

determination by the commission. 

 Unless the petitioner waives a hearing, the commission shall assign a time and place for the hearing on the 

petition and notify the petitioner of the time and place of the hearing by personal service or certified mail, but the 

commission may continue the hearing from time to time if necessary. 

 The commission may make such correction to its assessment as it finds proper. The commission shall serve a 

copy of its final determination on the petitioner by personal service or certified mail, and its decision in the matter 

is final, subject to appeal under section 119.12 of the Revised Code. 

 After an assessment becomes final, if any portion of the assessment, or interest due on it, remains unpaid, a 

certified copy of the commission's entry making the assessment final may be filed in the office of the clerk of the 

court of common pleas in the county in which the track for which the permit was issued is located or the county in 

which the party assessed resides or has its principal place of business. If the party assessed maintains no place of 

business in this state and is not a resident of this state, the certified copy of the entry may be filed in the office of 

the clerk of the court of common pleas of Franklin county. The clerk, immediately upon the filing of such entry, 

shall enter a judgment for the state against the party assessed in the amount shown on the entry. 

 From the date of the filing of the entry in the clerk's office, any unpaid portion of the assessment, including 

the interest, shall bear interest at the rate per annum prescribed in section 5703.47 of the Revised Code and shall 

have the same effect as other judgments. Execution shall issue upon the judgment upon request of the 

commission, and all laws applicable to sales on execution apply to sales made under the judgment. 

 If the judgment is entered against the collection and settlement agent, the commission may immediately 

proceed against the agent's bond and surety for the full amount of the judgment and interest on it. 

 Any assessment, including interest on it, paid to or collected by the commission shall be deposited with the 

treasurer of state to the account of the commission, and the fee portion of such amount shall be distributed by the 

treasurer of state on order of the commission to the collection and settlement agent or to the permit holders and 

satellite facilities entitled to receive such fees, as the case may be under the circumstances. 

 (J) The commission may adopt rules for the implementation and administration of this section. 

 (K)(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, after sixty days notification to the commission, a 

permit holder may take responsibility for handling any payments and distributions required of a collection and 

settlement agent under this section for any or all related permits under common ownership in lieu of making the 

required payments and distributions through the collection and settlement agent designated by the state racing 

commission under division (B) of this section. 

 (2) Any permit holder having responsibility for payments and distributions required under division (K)(1) of 

this section shall, on or before the tenth day of each month, file a report with the state racing commission showing 

the following: 

 (a) All payments and disbursements made by the permit holder to permit holders operating as simulcast hosts 

and the method of calculation of the share of each simulcast host; 

 (b) All payments and disbursements of required fees to tracks, racing associations, and state regulatory 

agencies located outside this state from which there were simulcasts of simulcast racing programs into the permit 

holder facilities; 

 (c) Such other information regarding the performance of the permit holder's duties under this section as the 

commission may request. (3) A permit holder having responsibility for payments and distributions required under 

division (K)(1) of this section may utilize an authorized agent to make the required payments and distributions. 

(1995 H 561, effective 9/19/96; H 386 effective 7/1/15) 

 

3769.0811 Horse races conducted by agricultural society 



 Horse races that are conducted by a county agricultural society or independent agricultural society in accordance 

with section 3769.082 of the Revised Code shall be conducted at the fairgrounds of the sponsoring agricultural society or, 

with the approval of the director of agriculture, at a track designated by the agricultural society in the applicable county. 

If the horse races cannot be contested due to unfavorable weather or another cause, the races may be transferred to a 

suitable track with the approval of the director. 

 If a county agricultural society or independent agricultural society is unable to conduct races in accordance with 

section 3769.082 of the Revised Code because of unfavorable weather or another cause or if the number of horse races 

and stake races that are conducted by an agricultural society is fewer than the number that was scheduled to be 

conducted, the pro rata remainder of the money distributed from the Ohio fairs fund created in section 3769.082 of the 

Revised Code for each horse race and stake race not conducted shall be returned to the director to be credited to the 

fund. (2011 HB 229, effective 10/17/11) 

 

 

3769.0812 Fees paid to thoroughbred jockeys 

 Beginning in the calendar year after the first calendar year in which all thoroughbred permit holders receive a 

commission as a lottery sales agent for conducting video lottery terminal gaming on behalf of the state or on January 1, 

2015, whichever occurs first, the fees to be paid to thoroughbred jockeys shall be according to the following schedule: 
 

Purse Winning Mount Second Mount Third Mount Fourth Mount Losing Mount 

Up to $5,999 10% of win purse $65 $60 $55 $50 

$6,000 to $7,799 10% of win purse $75 $70 $65 $60 

$7,800 to $9,999 10% of win purse 5% of place purse $75 $70 $65 

$10,000 to $17,999 10% of win purse 5% of place purse $85 $80 $75 

$18,000 to $24,999 10% of win purse 5% of place purse 5% of show purse $85 $80 

$25,000 to $49,999 10% of win purse 5% of place purse 5% of show purse $95 $85 

$50,000 to $74,999 10% of win purse 5% of place purse 5% of show purse $100 $90 

$75,000 and up 10% of win purse 5% of place purse 5% of show purse 5% of fourth purse $105 

 As used in this section, "win purse" means the amount paid the winning horse less the fees paid by the owner to 

enter the horse in the race. (2012 H 386, eff. 6-11-12) 

 

3769.09 Commission to employ racing inspectors 

The state racing commission shall employ a racing inspector to attend each horseracing meeting, held under a permit issued 

under sections 3769.01 to 3769.14 of the Revised Code. Such racing inspector shall give bond in the sum of five thousand 

dollars with sufficient sureties to be approved by and made payable to the treasurer of state, which bond shall be filed with 

the secretary of state. Such racing inspectors shall be paid a salary fixed pursuant to Chapter 124. of the Revised Code. Such 

racing inspector shall have full and free access to the books, records, and papers pertaining to the pari-mutuel system of 

wagering and to the enclosure or space where the pari-mutuel system is conducted at any horseracing meeting to which he 

shall be assigned, for the purpose of ascertaining whether the holder of such permit is retaining the proper amount of 

commission. Such racing inspector shall investigate and ascertain whether such sections or rules promulgated by the 

commission are being violated at such race track or enclosure. Upon discovering any such violation, such racing inspector 

shall immediately report his findings in writing and under oath to the commission for such action as it may deem fitting and 

proper. (1984 H 37, eff. 6-22-84; 1981 H 330; 1975 H 287) 

 

3769.091 Imposing fines and suspensions 

The state racing commission may delegate to the stewards and judges of racing meetings under the jurisdiction of the 

commission the power to suspend licenses for not to exceed one year and to impose fines not to exceed one thousand 

dollars for any violation of the rules or orders of the commission, provided that two of such officials shall concur in such 

suspension. Any suspension of a license by such officials is valid even though the suspension extends beyond the period 
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of the racing meeting for which such officials have been appointed. The suspension shall be effective at all other race 

meetings under the jurisdiction of the commission. Any fine or suspension may be appealed to the commission. Such 

appeal shall stay the fine or suspension until further action by the commission. (1994 H 361, eff. 9-27-94; 1984 H 639) 

 

3769.10 Enforcement of chapter – taxes, fees 

The state racing commission and the tax commissioner shall enforce this chapter and may incur such expenses as are 

necessary; provided, that the power of the tax commissioner shall extend only to enforcement and administration of the 

taxes levied by sections 3769.08, 3769.087, 3769.26, and 3769.28 of the Revised Code as provided in those sections and 

in sections 3769.088, 3769.101, 3769.102, 3769.103, 5703.05, 5703.17 to 5703.37, 5703.39, 5703.41, and 5703.45 of 

the Revised Code. The commissioner may adopt, in accordance with section 5703.14 of the Revised Code, such rules as 

the commissioner considers necessary to administer sections 3769.08, 3769.087, 3769.088, 3769.101, 3769.102, 

3769.103, 3769.26, and 3769.28 of the Revised Code.  

 Except as otherwise provided in section 3769.03 of the Revised Code, all taxes, fees, and moneys due the state 

under sections 3769.01 to 3769.071 and 3769.09 to 3769.14 of the Revised Code shall be paid to, and receipted for by, 

the secretary of the state racing commission, and shall be paid by him weekly into the state treasury to the credit of the 

general revenue fund. All taxes due the state under sections 3769.08, 3769.087, and 3769.26 of the Revised Code shall 

be paid to, and receipted for by, the tax commissioner, and shall be paid by him weekly into the proper funds. 

 All vouchers of the commission shall be signed by the commission chairman or secretary, or both, as authorized by 

the commission. (2013 H 59, effective 6-30-2013; 1997 H 21; 1994 H 297; 1994 H 361; 1991 H 298; 1985 H 201; 1984 

H 639; 1983 H 291; 1981 H 330; 1969 S 373) 

 

3769.101 Horse-racing tax revenue fund 

(A) For the purposes of receiving, distributing, and accounting for revenue received from the taxes levied by sections 

3769.08, 3769.087, and 3769.26 of the Revised Code, there is hereby created in the state treasury the horse-racing tax 

revenue fund.  

 (B) All moneys collected from the taxes imposed by sections 3769.08, 3769.087, and 3769.26 of the Revised Code 

shall be deposited into the horse-racing tax revenue fund.  

 (C) On or before the fifteenth day of each month, the tax commissioner shall pay into the nursing home franchise 

permit fee fund, Ohio fairs fund, Ohio thoroughbred race fund, Ohio standardbred development fund, and state racing 

commission operating fund created under this chapter the amounts required by sections 3769.08, 3769.087, and 3769.26 

of the Revised Code based on amounts received in the preceding month. (2015 H 64, eff. 1-1-16; 2013 H 59) 

 

3769.102 Horse-racing tax municipality fund 

(A) For the purpose of receiving, distributing, and accounting for revenue received from the tax levied by section 3769.28 

of the Revised Code, there is hereby created in the state treasury the horse-racing tax municipality fund.  

 (B) All moneys collected from the tax imposed by section 3769.28 of the Revised Code shall be deposited into the 

horse-racing tax municipality fund.  

 (C) On or before the fifteenth day of each month, the tax commissioner shall provide for payments from the horse-

racing tax municipality fund to municipal corporations or townships in which a permit holder's horse-racing meeting took 

place and in which any facilities or accessory uses therefor were located based on amounts received in the preceding 

month from the permit holder. The amount collected from a permit holder pursuant to section 3769.28 of the Revised 

Code shall be divided equally between the municipal corporations or townships in which a permit holder's horse-racing 

meeting took place and in which any facilities or accessory uses therefor were located. Such municipal corporations or 

townships may distribute a portion of the moneys so received to any adjoining political subdivision that incurs increased 

expenses because of such a horse-racing meeting. (2013 H 59, effective 6-30-2013) 

 

3769.103 Remittance of tax due 

(A) On each day on which banks are open for business, or not later than noon of the calendar day following a racing day 

on which banks are not open for business, a permit holder shall remit the amount of tax due under sections 3769.08, 

3769.087, and 3769.26 of the Revised Code in the manner required by the commissioner. The permit holder shall file with 

the tax due a report in the form required by the commissioner. The report shall reflect the activity of the previous racing 

day and include any other information the commissioner considers necessary to administer the taxes imposed under 

sections 3769.08, 3769.087, and 3769.26 of the Revised Code.  



 (B) Within ten days after the close of a horse-racing meeting, a permit holder shall remit the amount of tax due 

under section 3769.28 of the Revised Code in the manner required by the commissioner. The permit holder shall file with 

the tax due the final report required pursuant to section 3769.28 of the Revised Code in the form required by the 

commissioner. The report shall include any information the commissioner considers necessary to administer the tax 

imposed by section 3769.28 of the Revised Code.  

 (C) The commissioner may require permit holders to use the Ohio business gateway to file reports and remit the tax, 

or may provide for another means for taxpayers to file and remit the tax electronically. (2013 H 59, effective 6-30-2013) 

 

3769.11 Repealed 
This section concerned prohibition against unauthorized horse races for gain. (1995 S 2, eff. 7-1-96) 

 

3769.12 Duty of county sheriffs 

The county sheriff shall enforce sections 3769.01 to 3769.14, inclusive, of the Revised Code. (1953 H 1, eff. 10-1-53) 

 


