
Minutes of the OSRC Meeting held April 26, 2016 

 
1-The Ohio State Racing Commission (OSRC) held its monthly meeting April 26, 2016 at the Riffe Center, 

77 South High Street, Columbus, Ohio, 31st Floor, West B & C, at 10:00 am. 
 
2-OSRC Executive Director William Crawford called the meeting to order. Chairman Robert K. Schmitz, 

Commissioners Gary Koch, Todd Book, Mark Munroe and Thomas Winters were present. 
 
3-Commissioner Winters moved to approve the March 23, 2016 OSRC meeting minutes. Commissioner 

Munroe seconded the motion and the motion was unanimously approved. 
 
4-Commissioner Munroe moved to approve the ratification of the Executive Director’s approvals. 

Commissioner Book seconded the motion and the motion was unanimously approved. 
 
5-Mark Loewe, Vice President of Ohio Racing Operations for Penn Gaming explained his company’s new 

“IGaming” platform that Hollywood Casinos and Penn National has started.  The new platform includes 

mobile and PC applications that allow for account-wagering gaming.   
 
6-Commissioner Winters offered Resolution 2016-06: Casino Tax Revenue Disbursement, the details of 

which were explained to the OSRC by Executive Director William Crawford.  Commissioner Munroe moved 

to adopt Resolution 2016-06 and Commissioner Koch seconded the adoption and the Resolution was 

unanimously approved. 
 
7-Commissioner Book offered Resolution 2016-07: Cost of sample testing from July 1, 2016 to June 30, 

2017, the details of which were explained to the OSRC by Executive Director William Crawford.   

Commissioner Munroe moved to adopted Resolution 2016-07 and Commissioner Book seconded the 

adoption and the Resolution was unanimously approved.  
 
8-Executive Director William Crawford discussed a request by the Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Health Fund 

to reappoint James Morgan as a trustee for a three-year term, from 2016 to 2018.  Commissioner Winters 

moved to approve the reappointment and Commissioner Munroe seconded the motion and the motion was 

unanimously approved. 
 
9-Executive Director William Crawford gave an update on horse fatalities in Ohio for March 2016.  In 

March there were two fatalities—both Thoroughbreds and both at Mahoning Valley.  There were no 

Standardbred fatalities in March 2016. At the time of the OSRC April 2016 meeting, there had been a total 

of ten horse fatalities in Ohio since January 1—six Thoroughbred and four Standardbred—Mr. Crawford 

reported. 
 
10-Sherry White, OSRC Fiscal Officer, presented the monthly financial report. Ms. White explained that the 

OSRC had a fiscally uneventful March and with casino revenue being deposited in April, the figures for that 

month should be up in similar fashion to 2015. 
 
11-OSRC Chairman Robert Schmitz briefly spoke on the Ohio racetracks which are currently open that 

several that were due to open shortly for their racing seasons. 
 
12-There were no public comments. 
 
14-There being no further business, Commissioner Munroe moved to adjourn, and Commissioner Winters 

seconded the meeting and the meeting was adjourned at 10:31 am. 

 

 

 

Date, Time & Place of Next Meeting 
 

Monday, May 23, 2016 at 10 am 

77 South High Street, Room 1952 

Columbus, Ohio 43215 

 

 



Ohio State Racing Commission -- Resolution 2016-06 
 
WHEREAS, Article 15.06 of the Ohio Constitution establishes that three percent of the tax on gross casino revenue 

shall be distributed to the Ohio State Racing Commission (“Commission”) to support purses, breeding programs, and 
operations at all existing commercial horse racetracks permitted as of January 1, 2009; 
 
WHEREAS, Ohio Revised Code section 3769.03 grants the Commission general authority to act in the best interest of 

the state and take discretionary action; 
 
WHEREAS, Ohio Revised Code section 5753.03 grants the Commission appropriation authority to distribute casino 
tax revenue; 
 
WHEREAS, the Commission has solicited and received public comments on the potential distribution of casino tax 
revenue; 

 
WHEREAS, the Commission has received a distribution of casino tax revenue on April 15, 2016, in the amount of two 
million one hundred thirty-five thousand six hundred sixty-eight dollars and sixty-five cents ($2,135,668.65); 
 

WHEREAS, the Commission desires to make distributions of casino tax revenue of two million one hundred thirty-five 
thousand six hundred sixty-eight dollars and sixty-five cents ($2,135,668.65); 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Commission that casino tax revenue received by the Commission be 
distributed as follows, for the purposes specified:  
 

(A) Four hundred five thousand seven hundred seventy-seven dollars and four cents ($405,777.04) to the 
Ohio Thoroughbred Race Fund to be used to fund purses and/or support breeding of thoroughbred 
horses in Ohio;  

 

(B) Four hundred five thousand seven hundred seventy-seven dollars and four cents ($405,777.04) to the 
Ohio Standardbred Development Fund (Harness Racing Breed Fund) to be used to fund purses and/or 
support breeding of harness racehorses in Ohio; 

 

(C) Eighty thousand eighty-seven  dollars and fifty-seven cents ($80,087.57) to Miami Valley Gaming & 
Racing to be used to support commercial operations; 

 

(D) Eighty thousand eighty-seven dollars and fifty-seven cents ($80,087.57) to Northfield Park to be used 

to support commercial operations; 
 

(E) Eighty thousand eighty-seven dollars and fifty-seven cents ($80,087.57) to Belterra Park to be used to 

support commercial operations; 
 

(F) Eighty thousand eighty-seven dollars and fifty-seven cents ($80,087.57) to Scioto Downs to be used to 

support commercial operations; 
 

(G) One hundred six thousand seven hundred eighty-three dollars and forty-six cents ($106,783.46) to the 
operating fund of the Ohio State Racing Commission to be used to provide compensation to 
administrative staff that support the Ohio Standardbred Development Fund, Ohio Thoroughbred Race 
Fund, and/or costs and fees associated with the commercial operations of racing located at Miami 
Valley Gaming & Racing, Northfield Park, Belterra Park, and Scioto Downs;  

 

(H) Sixty-nine thousand seven hundred sixty-eight dollars and one cent ($69,768.01) to Hollywood Gaming 
at Mahoning Valley to be used to support thoroughbred purse pools; 

 

(I) Sixty thousand fifty-seven dollars and twenty-six cents ($60,057.26) to Belterra Park to be used to 
support thoroughbred purse pools; 

 

(J) Sixty-nine thousand one hundred seventy dollars and forty-three cents ($69,170.43) to Thistledown to 

be used to support thoroughbred purse pools; 
 

(K) One hundred thousand dollars ($100,000.00) to the operating fund of the Ohio State Racing 

Commission to be used to support the increase in testing cost at the race tracks; 
 

(L) Ninety-five thousand nine hundred eighty-seven dollars and four cents ($95,987.04) to Miami Valley 

Gaming & Racing to be used to support harness purse pools; 
 

(M) Two hundred seventy-four thousand two hundred sixteen dollars and sixty-six cents ($274,216.66) to 
Northfield Park to be used to support harness purse pools; 

 



(N) Eighty thousand one hundred fifty-one dollars and four cents ($80,151.04) to Hollywood Gaming at 
Dayton Raceway to be used to support harness purse pools; 

 

(O) Ninety-seven thousand six hundred thirty dollars and thirty-nine cents ($97,630.39) to Scioto Downs to 

be used to support harness purse pools. 
 

(P) Twenty-five Thousand dollars ($25,000) to Belterra Park to be used to support quarter horse purse 
pools; 

 

(Q) Twenty-five Thousand dollars ($25,000) to Mahoning Valley to be used to support quarter horse purse 

pools. 
 

           Adopted: April 26, 2016 
 
 

  
 

Ohio State Racing Commission -- Resolution 2016-07 
 

 

WHEREAS, Chapter 3769. of the Revised Code authorizes the Ohio State Racing Commission 

(“Commission”) to regulate and preserve the integrity of horse racing in Ohio;  

 

WHEREAS, Rules 3769-8-01(B)(9) and 3769-18-01(B)(9) require the costs of one drug test per race be 

deducted from the purse pool applicable to the race tested; 

 

WHEREAS, the actual costs of testing per race averaged one hundred sixty-six dollars ($166.00) for 

standardbred horses and one hundred fifty-seven dollars ($157.00) for thoroughbred horses in calendar 

year 2015; 

 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Commission that for the period beginning July 1, 2016, 

and continuing until June 30, 2017, the cost of testing deducted from purse pools will be as follows: 

 

(A) One hundred Sixty- Six Dollars ($166.00) per standardbred race; and 

 

(B) One Hundred Fifty-Seven Dollars ($157.00) per thoroughbred race. 

 

 

AND, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Commission that beginning July 1, 2017, the testing costs for 

standardbred and thoroughbred races shall be an average of the actual testing costs in calendar year 

2016. 

 

 

 

Adopted: April 26, 2016 


